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A chairde,
First Communion will be on Saturday, May 23rd @ 11.00. Please note in your diaries.

The national strategy ‘Literacy and Numeracy for Learning and Life’ (Department of Education and Skills 2011), includes a range of actions to enable parents and communities to support children’s learning. The strategy recognises that parents who are engaged in their child's learning, have a significant positive impact on a child’s educational achievement - especially in literacy and numeracy.
As part of this strategy, the Department asked the National Adult Literacy Agency (NALA) to highlight the role that parents and communities can play in improving children’s literacy and numeracy, using media, online resources and celebrity endorsements.
To achieve this, NALA has developed Help My Kid Learn - a simple website that brings together relevant information for parents and the wider community to support children’s literacy and numeracy development.
The website’s purpose is to provide fun activities that parents can do with their children to develop their literacy and numeracy. It includes general information, fun activities and useful tips. Help My Kid Learn is a website where people can see that supporting a child’s literacy and numeracy development is a natural, easy and fun activity that can be integrated into any part of their day.

http://www.helpmykidlearn.ie/ This website provides a single reference point for parents and guardians to better understand their role in their children’s literacy and numeracy development.
Many thanks for all the efforts made regarding Healthy Eating Week. Please note that our policy continues and that your assistance with healthy lunches is much appreciated.

Office Hours: Please note that the office is not open during break times 11.00-11.10am and 12.30-1.00pm.

Photographer: will be coming on Wednesday 8th September.  He will be taking photographs of all 
Children.  If you do not wish your child to have his/her photograph taken, please let us know.  A not in the Homework Journal will suffice.  Group photographs will be taken of Junior Infants and Sixth Classes only.  Proofs will be available before purchase, about two weeks afterwards.  Please ensure that your child is in school uniform and not tracksuit on this day.  Only Junior Infants are asked to wear tracksuit. Passport size photos will be taken of all children for school administration purposes.
Playground in the mornings: At this stage the children, including the Junior Infants, are well able to line up without adult assistance. They do so at eleven and again at one. We are also aware that there are child protection issues with so many parents in the yard. Thus we are asking parents/guardians to leave their children in the yard and not to wait with them. Your cooperation is earnestly requested.
Online payments: We have commissioned a payment system which matches our school administration package-Aladdin. Tomorrow we will issues a separate letter explaining how it works and later in the week we will contact families with outstanding accounts to facilitate online payments, if required. In future, families will be able to use computer, tablet or phone to make advance payments for the likes of swimming, school tours etc

The school is now in a position to rent violins to pupils from Banna Cheoil.  You would need to organise your own violin lessons.  Please contact me for further details.

Finally, don’t forget C.O.W. and W.O.W.!
Mise le meas,
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Community Notices

                             Green News 

Green News

This Thursday is National Tree Day. You might like to check out the following website: www.treeday.ie  We would encourage you to observe the beauty of the trees in our environment this week before all the leaves are blown away! As part of our Biodiversity theme this year we will be studying a tree as a habitat. Perhaps you might like to discuss this with your child as you notice the trees around you. 

 Our Green blog is up and running again. We had some very exciting submissions last year. Perhaps some of you might like to submit some photos of trees you notice this week. If you would like to contribute, the address is: stmarysgreenblog@gmail.com
Our WOW and COW initiatives will continue this week. The weather will soon be unsuitable for cycling so why not get on your bike for the last week of our campaign. We will resume in the spring when it is safer to cycle again. WOW participants meet up at Mornington House at 9:00 am every Wednesday. Please remember your hi viz vests to ensure utmost safety. Cyclists must wear helmets and hi-viz vests also.

Recycling continues at St Marys. Please remove any bottle tops from the bottles before recycling. Unfortunately we cannot accept bottle tops at the moment as we have no charity to take them. We will let you know when we have found one.

We hope your water conservation has begun in earnest! Here at St Marys, we have been discussing it and revising our pledge. It is printed in the diary (pg. iv) and we’ll include it below if you would like to recite it at home together! 

Remember Green is cool at home and at school!

Our Water Pledge
Save your water day and night!

Even if you are away!

In the pool or in the shower!

You can help. -  Use your power!
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If you want a water fight!

Think about it over night!

If you do, you are cool!

We save water in St. Mary’s School!


by Ellen and Casey
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Community Notices
St. Mary's Parents' Association
Our AGM was held last week and sadly the turnout was very poor, but Thank You to those who did. We really need some new people on board as soon as possible as most of the parents who help out have older children in the school who will be leaving in the next year or two and these same parents have been supporting the Parents' Association for several years now. So to be fair to them, we think they should be able to stand down and have a break!

At the AGM we had some changes to the committee officers, they are as follows:-

Chairperson - Denise Watson

Asst Chairperson - Emma Fox

Treasurer - Sarah Madden

Secretary - Yvonne McElhinney (0861973814) or (yvonnemc1@yahoo.co.uk)

We are very much in need of parents who are able to help out at Bun Sales, Sports Day, Communion reception and Graduations. Do you think you might be able to spare an hour or two? Some of these events are during the day, some are in the evening. You don't have to be on the committee to help out at these events and these events are where we are most in need of help, from you. If you are reading this and want to help out on an event to event basis, could you please contact Yvonne McElhinney, by text, or email and we can add you to our text alerts. We genuinely would love to hear from new parents, after all, its for your children and for their school. 

Some of the fund raising carried out by the Parents' Association has contributed to providing White Boards and visualisers for most classrooms, Books for the library, Android Tablets that all children have access to, computer licences, computer software, board games for classes, 2nd Class Communion Reception in the school, 1st and 6th class graduations and Sports Day refreshments.
The personalised Christmas Cards, designed by your child must be in by Friday 10th October and we are looking for some help in getting the drawings ready for the printer on Monday 13th October at 9.30am in the school. Can you please let the PA secretary know if you are available to help out, takes about an hour if we get a few parents and plenty of tea/coffee on hand.
Thanks for reading, really hoping some of you respond, we would love to hear from you.
Regards Denise Watson & Yvonne McElhinney

Autism Support Louth &Meath are delighted to welcome Sarah from Inclusion Ireland to deliver an extremely informative talk on  Wills in relation to Special Needs.

Boyne Valley Hotel Monday 13th October7.00pm – 9.00pm Cost €10

www.autismsupportlouth.com for online booking or email info@autismsupportlouth.com

Free I-Pad Training for Parents, Carers, Teachers, SNAs, Schools

Autism Support Louth &Meath have been successful in a grant application under the Benefit IIII heading from the Department of Communication to supply ipad training to 160 beginners and improvers. The first courses will start in October 2014.  All classes have to be completed by December 2014.

The course will consist of 8 hours of training ideally in 2 hour blocks but on occasion we can hold a one day or 2 half day courses to cover the 8 hours.    The training will be delivered in groups of ten and we have a number of trainers on board. We are asking schools and parents who wish to have a group lesson in their area to contact us.  We will supply the trainer and training manuals.  The group will hopefully be able to supply the venue  eg their school or a community hall.   If necessary we will be able to pay a nominal venue hire. If you are interested either as a group or an individual in facilitating or attending ipad training in your area please contact info@autismsupportlouth.com.    If you are just interested in attending training in your area please also get in contact stating clearly where you are. As many of our children are using ipads and tablets as part of their daily lives this is a great opportunity to avail of Free Training to help ensure you get the best from your ipad. Please contact info@autismsupportlouth.com with any queries.

Trim GAA Senior Hurling Team has qualified for the Senior Hurling County Final for the first time in 10 years. 
The final is being played at Pairc Tailteann (Navan) on Sunday the 12th October 2014 at 3pm. 
Admission for all children under 16 years of age is free.
Trim GAA are sponsoring a Club Top for an Art Competition for all pupils from 3rd to 6th Class and the Theme of the competition is "Trim Hurlers in the County Final". The winning artist will be presented with the top by the Senior Hurling Manager and Captain when they visit the school on Wednesday 8th October 2014. 
If you have any queries do not hesitate to contact me at 086-3854172
Owen Ganly Juvenile Chairperson, Trim GAA

LITTLE SINGERS, for Junior and Senior Infants. Music through fun and games. Singing, Percussion and Dancing. Every Wednesday @ 2.10-2.50. I collect children collected from classroom @ 2pm. Class in School Library. Please contact Sheilagh 0879882213 for details. 
UKULELE SINGING AND PLAYING GROUP.
Learn to play the Ukulele in a group. Sing songs and add percussion. 
A starter Ukulele is €30 and tuner €10. 2nd class and upwards on Wednesdays 3-3.50. 
Please contact Sheilagh for more details 0879882213
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Banna Cheoil practices are now up and running for 2nd – 6th classes. 2nd class are finishing @ 3.30 until November and all other classes finish @ 4pm.


We have a lot of children playing feadóg (tin whistle) and this is a great way to start learning new tunes. Some children have progressed onto violin, flute, guitar and concertina and this gives them an opportunity  to further develop their skills and they enjoy the challenge it brings. We will be keeping an eye on other students with a view to encouraging them to move onto a new instrument. If anyone is interested in classes on other instruments please contact the school. We are also thrilled to announce that our Third and Fourth Classes are taking part in the Hallelujah and Peace Proms concerts. On Wednesday 3rd December the Third Classes will perform in Citywest, Dublin with the Hallelujah Choir, please mark the date in your calendars.


Another special event this year will be the Peace Proms Concert in the RDS , Dublin on Sunday 1st February when our two Fourth Classes will sing with the Cross Border Orchestra of Ireland. We are honoured this year that the soloist at this concert will be Megan Walsh, past pupil of this school.


And of course our annual Christmas Pageant will this year be performed by Fifth & Sixth Class – more details later.


R. McGale 
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Dates to Remember


Assembly:	Pre Maths Week for 2nd ( 6th Classes Friday 10th October 9.30 a.m.  All Welcome


Meitheal:	Every Tuesday morning 9.30-10.30.	








